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A Synopsis of the Species of Pachycysta 
(Hemip.: Tingitidae). 

By Carl J. Drake, Ames, Iowa. 

The genus Pacliycysfa was erected by Champion, Trans. Ent. 
Soc. Lond., 1898, p. 59, for a new species which he describes 
on the same page. Since that time only one other species has 
been described and a third is characterized herein. 

This genus is most closely allied to Mcgalocysfa Champion, 
but differs from it in having the third antennal segment prac- 
tically truncate at the apex and the pronotum strongly tri- 
carinate, the lateral carinae being strongly incurved. The 
nervures of hood, carinae, paranota and elytra are stout and 
thickdy pilose. The bucculae are either open or closed in front. 
Nothing is known regarding the food plants or biology of the 
species. 

Key to the species of Pachycysta. 

1. Paranota strongly narrowed towards outer margin (largely 

along the anterior margin), the outer margin very narrow 
and jointly rounded with both anterior and posterior 
margins 2 

Paranota not strongly narrowed, the outer margin broad 
P. diaphana Champ. 

2. Elytra considerably constricted beyond the middle ; discoidal 

area uniformly elev^ated, very broad beyond the middle to 
apex and there broadly rounded P. cJunopioiil Drake 

Elytra not constricted ; discoidal area strongly elevated along 
the discoidal area, broadest beyond the middle, aiigulate 
at a])ex P. schildl, n. sp. 

Pachycysta diaphana Cham])ion. 

PacJi\c\sta diaphana Champion, Trans. Ent. Soc. Loud., 
1898, p. 59, PI. II, fig. 6. 

44ie type of this insect, a female from Brazil, has been 
beautifully figured by Chainjiion. 44ie paranota, discoidal area 
and shorter antennae distinguish it at first sight from its 
congeners. 

Pachycysta championi Drake. 

Pach\c\sta championi Drake, Bui. i\Ius. Nat. Hist., \h)l. 
NNVII, 1921, p. 344, fig. I. 

This species resembles P. schildi, ii. sp., from which it may 
be distinguished by the characters given in the key, the longer 
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third segment of the antennae, shorter legs and darker color. 
Known only from the type locality, Chochabamba, Bolivia, 
South America. 

Pachycysta schildi, n. sp. 

Elongate, broad, very dark brown, the legs and antennae 
much darker, the areolae hyaline. Antennae long, stout, clothed 
with numerous short hairs; segment I a little stouter and twice 
as long as II, the latter smaller at its base ; III very long, slightly 
curved; IV with its terminal half broken off. Rostral channel 
widening posteriorly, open behind, the sides testaceous ; rostrum 
very long and stout, contiguous with the median line of head, 
enlarged toward the tip, the tip distinctly knobbed, antero- 
lateral spines much shorter, testaceous, enlarged distally, con- 
tiguous with head, extending as far forward as median spine. 

Rronotum strongly swollen thru disc, coarsely pitted, the 
triangular portion reticulate, tricarinaie, the lateral carinae 
curved as in other s]^ecies of the genus; lateral carinae very 
long, each composed of a single row of rather large areolae ; 
median carina yellowish brown, more foliaceous, the areolae 
much larger, flood large, the sides flattened, highest a little 
behind the middle, rounded above, slightly longer than high. 
Paranota strongly reflexed, strongly dilated, widely reticulated, 
wide at the base but becoming much narrower towards lateral 
margin and there narrowly rounded, the anterior and posterior 
margins slightly recurved. 

Elytra broad, widely reticulated, narrow at the base ; costal 
area broad, mostly triseriate, (piadriseriate at widest point, the 
areolae large and not very irregularly arranged ; subcostal area 
biseriate, its surface almost in a vertical plane ; discoidal area 
large, bounded by a prominent costate nervure, the outer j)or- 
tion jointly raised with subcostal area and more strongly raised 
along the middle and at a]3ex, widest just beyond the middle, 
gradually narrowed towards base but abruptly narrowed at 
apex, not extending to middle of elytra. Nervures of hood, 
paranota, carinae and elytra thick and rather densely clothed 
with very fine pile. Wings a little longer than abdomen. 
Male claspers very large, strongly curved, hairy at base. 
Length, 4.43 mm.; width, 2.11 mm. 

Holotypc, male, Costa Rica (Suize Tur’lba) [Turrialba J . 
collected by I\Ir. P. Schild, in author’s collection. Aside from 
the characters given in the key, the darker color, longer legs 
and antennae, and nonconstricted elytra set off this sjjecies 
from P. championi Drake. 



